Opinion Survey Exercise – when using an on-line tools

Choose a topic that the class knows something about. It needs to be a topic where students do have opinions – not too complex or it requires a lot of research, but not too simple either or it isn’t interesting. Something topical works well. Example – study methods or study aids.

The aim of this exercise is to give you some practice in creating and analysing an opinion poll survey, and to practice methods of capturing evidence.

To do list. as a class:
1. Decide the topic of the survey
2. Decide the purpose of the survey (without a purpose it is easy to lose focus and start asking unrelated questions)
3. Think of some questions you could ask
4. Critically evaluate the questions and improve, remove, reword or redo some of them (can be done as you do the questions
5. Create the survey using the chosen survey tool, and the planned questions (either before, after or during this exercise it is a good idea to look at available survey tools and do an evaluation together as a class exercise. Students can then use that as evidence for their assessments later, where they can then justify the tool they chose. It helps students to see how you can evaluate tools/techniques etc)
6. Students send their version to one other class member – everyone must send and everyone receive only 1. work in pairs perhaps? This is to learn how to test the survey BEFORE distributing it to everyone
7. Students answer the survey they have sent, use this test to improve the small things still not right with the survey. They also get to see where the survey stores the results. Good to discuss if the survey yielded useful info that can easily be analysed. If not, change the questions or question types.
8. Teacher adjusts teacher version based on class feedback
9. Check that there is either a question covering use of private responses, or a statement about these (ethics – can’t use someone’s responses unless they give permission!)
10. Teacher sends out the survey to the class members (although you could also have different students sending their survey to other students. The only problem with this is that you then need to collect together all the responses together as the teacher so that students have a decent amount of data to analyse)
11. Students all respond to the survey
12. Teacher places a copy of the responses in a place accessible to the class
13. Teacher leads discussion on data cleaning – looking at responses and removing inappropriate or clearly useless responses. (see Maths Dept. for help with this. They do it in Statistics)
14. Teacher leads the class in creating a database to analyse the results, import the data, create forms or reports and create queries to select only some of the data
15. Teacher leads class in suitably displaying the findings

Students have now experienced planning, testing, creating, retesting and adjusting a survey. They have also created a database and used it to analyse the results, then displayed results.
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